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Please pray for SECRETARIAT MEETING 
1st Tuesday of each month @ All Saints-New Lambton 

4th May, 1st June, 6th July, 3rd August, 2021 

DIOCESAN  

CO-LAY DIRECTORS:                                                          

Noelene Lentfer 

Email: noelenelentfer@bigpond.com 
 

 

 

Bill Nicolle 

Email: sticks@aapt.net.au    

02 4952 5694 

  0410 798 562  

 

 

02 4975 2134 

0478 626 650  

DIOCESAN  

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR       

Reverend Stephen Niland  

Email: frsteve@bigpond.com             

0408 496 262                                        

DIOCESAN SPIRITUAL  

ADVISER                                                  

Reverend Gary Atherton 

Email: gatherton@westnet.com.au 

0458 498 679  

   

ROLL KEEPER David Marsh 

Email: vortexmaster@bigpond.com 

0417 064 990 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE Articles/Directories Committee  02 4956 1525 

 

CURSILLO WEB www.cursillonewcastle.org.au  

CURSILLO  

WEBMASTER 

Jim Warland 

Email: jbee@bigpond.com 

02 4957 6060 

PALANCA 

COORDINATOR 

Lynn Dunnicliff 

Email: dunni1@me.com  

0400 982 696  

NEWCASTLE ANGLICAN 

CURSILLO ADDRESS 

PO Box 174 Waratah 2298  

SECRETARY Rosemary Allen 

Email: rjallen@exemail.com.au 

0408 215 940 

TREASURER Colleen Read  

Email:  colleen.read@bigpond.com  

02 4968 9605 

4TH DAY/APPLICATIONS/

PROMOTION 

Liz O’Sullivan 

Email: liz266@gmail.com   

 

0419 485 511 

SERVANT COMMUNITY 

CO-ORIDNATORS 

Brian Taylor 

Email: btay8438@yahoo.com.au 
 

Jeanette Deaves 

Email: jeanette.deaves@bigpond.com 

02 4943 9317 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02 4973 3388  

PRAYER CHAIN  

COORDINTOR 

Reverend Chris Bullock  

Email:cbullock2@bigpond.com 
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0438 684 632 

PROCTOR/COPYRIGHT Geoff Wooden 

Email: geoffwooden58@gmail.com 
0417 678 433 
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FASTING, FORTY DAYS AND FORGIVENESS 
  

In Genesis 3 the first sin is recorded and also the subsequent judgement 

by GOD.  As the human capacity for sin is not reduced in any way, GOD 

determines to wipe out humanity from His creation.  Noah is instructed to 

build an ark to survive the ensuing flood.  GOD intends to begin again 

with Noah and make a new covenant with him – to never again destroy 

the earth by flood.  Covenants always have signs; and, in this case, GOD 

commits Himself to the sign of the rainbow.   
 

Noah and his family were saved by water – symbolising baptism as a 

symbol of GOD’s grace.   It saves us now and acts as a sign of GOD’s 

promise of ultimate salvation.  The risen CHRIST, sitting at the right hand 

of GOD, is ample reassurance – better even than a rainbow in the sky. 
 

After 40 days of fasting and prayer in the desert, JESUS confronted temptations 

to deny His mission and emerged with a much clearer commitment to His 

mission. 
 

In the Bible, the number 40 is used to represent a time of preparation and 

cleansing. It takes 40 days for GOD to cleanse the earth of evil in the story 

of Noah’s ark. The Israelites wander in the desert for 40 years before they 

are ready to truly embrace their identity as GOD’s chosen people. JESUS 

fasts and prays for 40 days in the desert so that He might be fully prepared 

for His ministry and for doing the will of His Father. 
 

During those 40 days JESUS who is fully divine, was tempted by the devil.  

Being also fully human, Church teaching declares that JESUS was "like us 

in all things except sin." Temptation doesn’t become sin until we give in 

to it. JESUS never did.  When we struggle to do what is right in the face of 

powerful temptation to do wrong, we can take comfort in knowing that 

JESUS knows exactly what the experience is like.  Lent is a time for us to 

recognise that we can turn away from sin and resist temptations. 
 

JESUS’ mission as He comes out of the desert calls people to repent because 

GOD the Father is about to transform the universe.  The Kingdom of GOD 

is all of creation after it has been cleansed by GOD of evil and sin. All 

those who want to be a part of this joyous new world must allow the 

FROM OUR DIOCESAN SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR 

FR STEVE NILAND 
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8th May 2021 

@ 9.30am 

St Johns Anglican Church 

Raymond Terrace 

Spirit that led JESUS into the desert to enter into their hearts. It will be 

challenging – but just think how much more joyful and stronger we will be 

spiritually on Easter morning as we celebrate that our LORD is risen.   
 

English artist, Stanley Spencer, painted a picture of JESUS sitting on the 

desert sands with a small but deadly scorpion – suggesting, perhaps, that 

the really dangerous beasts are those small ones that can slither insidiously 

into our lives – the persistent sins and small infidelities that, almost      

unnoticed, can inject a paralysing venom into our discipleship.   
 

JESUS comes out from His wilderness experience strengthened for His 

mission.  On Ash Wednesday, we were signed as baptised disciples of the 

tempted One and called to Lenten mindfulness of the struggle between 

sin and grace. 
 

The desert sand is not under our feet but in our hearts.  Its grit is the daily 

irritations and indefinable loneliness we often feel – like an oyster producing 

a pearl.  Lent heightens our awareness of the importance of uncluttered 

spiritual and physical space where we can recognise our pain, where we 

can discover the beauty of GOD and our sisters and brothers under the 

surface sands of our busy lives – and – where we can allow our ears to be 

unclogged by closer listening to the Word of GOD. What spiritual baggage 

do we need to discard in our trek towards Easter?  What will be our pearl of 

great price as we journey towards the cross – which as the great evangelist 

Billy Graham always said is at the centre of our faith? 
 

May GOD bless you this Easter. 

De Colores 
 

Fr Steve 
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Day 1   National Lay Director - Jim Warland 

Day 2   National Secretary - Leanne Doyle 

Day 3   National Treasurer - Marea Niland 

Day 4   National Episcopal Advisor - Bishop Ian Palmer 

Day 5   National Spiritual Advisor - Reverend Jane Lamont 

Day 6   National Webmaster - Allan Grey 

Day 7   World Cursillo Community 

Day 8   Diocesan Co-Lay Directors - Noelene Lentfer  

Day 9  Diocesan Co-Lay Directors - Bill Nicolle 

Day 10  Diocesan Spiritual Director- Reverend Steve Niland/Reverend Gary Atherton 

Day 11  Diocesan Secretary - Rosemary Allen 

Day 12   Diocesan Treasurer - Colleen Read  

Day 13   Fourth Day Applications/Promotion – Liz O’Sullivan 

Day 14   Prayer Coordinator - Reverend Chris Bullock 

Day 15   Servant Community Co-ordinator - Brian Taylor  

Day 16   Servant Community Co-ordinator - Jeanette Deaves 

Day 17   Diocesan Proctor - Geoff Wooden  

Day 18   'The Encourager' Editorial Team 

Day 19   Palanca Co-ordinator - Lynn Dunnicliff 

Day 20   Central Coast - Clergy, Servant Community, Deanery Contact, Noeline Darcy 

Day 21   Lake Macquarie - Clergy, Servant Community, Deanery Contact, Brian Taylor 

Day 22   Maitland - Clergy, Servant Community, Deanery Contact, Wendy Brack 

Day 23   Paterson - Clergy, Servant Community, Deanery Contact, Chris and Lewis Palmer 

Day 24   Manning - Clergy, Servant Community, Deanery Contact, Billie Baillie 

Day 25   Upper Hunter - Clergy, Servant Community, Deanery Contact, Tony Farmer 

Day 26   Newcastle - Clergy, Servant Community, Deanery Contact, Fr Chris Bullock  

Day 27   Lay Directors - W49 Lorraine Phillips 

Day 28   Lay Directors - M49 Brian Taylor 

Day 29   Prospective Sponsors and Potential Candidates   

Day 30   Fourth Day Community 

Day 31  Kairos, Torch and Kairos Outside/Inside/Juvenile  

MONTHLY CURSILLO PRAYER DIARY 
 

Pray everyday for Bishop Peter along with our Assistant Bishops Sonia and  
Charlie and our Diocese as we move to our healthy future remembering our past. 
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Dear Friends in Christ.    

As we begin this year 2021, we do so with the hope that our Lord promises, 

with joy in being able to meet together again as we commence our activities 

with the Covid 19 restrictions, and with encouragement for each other as we 

put the challenges and disappointments of 2020 behind us, and give thanks 

to God for the spirit of perseverance during what was unusual times. 
 

It is wonderful to see parishes hosting Ultreyas again and how imaginative 

they have been, to do this in a Covid safe environment. It is so important 

that we come together as God’s children to share in fellowship, praise 

and prayer.   

The proposed Cursillo Weekends for Men and Women’s 49 are going ahead 

at Catalina. Much prayer, thought and preparation has gone into the        

organizing of these weekends so Covid restrictions are followed. Please uphold 

Lorraine and Brian, Lay Directors for the weekend and their teams as 

they navigate the new norms required.   

In January, your Secretariat convened a special meeting, to discuss possible 

reasons for the ever decreasing number of guests attending a Cursillo 

weekend and consider some solutions to these problem.  
 

Two major factors were identified: affordability and time constraints on 

working people.    

Discussion was had on the possibility of running a condensed weekend for Men 

and Women’s 49 this year.  Diocese Bunbury, W.A and other denominations 

have already conducted a condensed weekend with success. After thoughtful 

and prayerful discussion it was decided not to pursue that avenue for 2021.    

Affordability: the matter of ever increasing costs of a weekend and the  

financial constraints this may present to prospective guests was discussed 

at length. 

The following outcomes were agreed to: 

 ➢ To step out in faith, putting our trust in our Lord.  

 ➢ That Guests (Candidates) on the weekend, not to be charged. 

 ➢   Invite sponsors and Parish Cursillistas to prayerfully and financially 

  support this initiative by jointly or personally contributing to the cost. 
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 ➢ The motion was carried unanimously.  

 ➢ Secretariat has always made up any shortfall on weekend costs,  

  and this will always continue. 
 

Please consider and prayerfully discuss these initiatives at your Ultreyas, 

Group Reunions and in your parish. 
 

The Commissioning of Men’s and Women’s 49, will be held on the 8th of 

May @ St John’s Raymond Terrace - 9.30am. 
 

We encourage you to come along and support Lorraine and Brian and their 

teams as they commence that wonderful journey of forming Christ’s Community 

over the coming months.   

Change of date for Welcome Day of Men and Women’s 49 will now be 

18th September. 
 

A letter from Reverend Jane Lamont, National Spiritual Advisor – Cursillo 

Australia, re promoting Cursillo in our Parishes has been received. Please 

ask your Parish Contact for a copy if you have not received one. 
 

We do hope that you have received your Apostolic Action Diary beautifully 

produced by Dorothy Harman. A great tool for our prayer life. 
 

Please continue to uphold in your prayers our brothers and sisters in 

Hong Kong Cursillo as they grapple with Covid pandemic. 
 

A Conference Day for Women Celebrating our Faith has been organised 

for 15th May 2021. Details with Registration Form are enclosed. Cursillo 

has combined with Mothers Union and Anglican Women to make this event 

inclusive to all women in the Diocese. The Guest Speaker Mrs Sharon Kirk is 

an inspiring speaker, there are other surprises in the program to enjoy. This 

Conference has been organized following Covid Safe Regulations. Hope 

to see you there. 
 

There is much information in the Encourager. Please enjoy. We encourage 

you share with others the work of the Cursillo movement. 
 

Please give thanks for the last 30years of Cursillo in this Diocese and 

pray for the continuation of this ministry. 
 

There is something special about praising God together with His people, 

and we should take every opportunity we can to do so. 

 
In Christ 
 
 

Noelene and Bill 
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MEET OUR NEW DIOCESAN SPIRITUAL ADVISER AND                 
REVEREND GARY ATHERTON 

Greetings my brothers and sisters in Christ, my name 
is Fr. Gary Atherton and I was ordained by Bishop Alfred 
Holland in 1987 in the Newcastle Diocese and made 
my Cursillo at Men’s 11 in Newcastle in 1993.  

 

After serving in several parishes in the Newcastle Diocese, I 
went on to continue my ministry in the Dioceses of 
Grafton, Southern Queensland and Wangaratta before 
returning to Newcastle. 

 

I now serve as the Rector of the Parish of Cardiff Boolaroo, and my 
wife Karen and I get to see our eldest son David and his daughter Aria on 
a regular basis. We have two younger sons Matthew and Christopher living 
with us at home and a younger daughter Jessica living in Brisbane.  
 

I have been the Spiritual Director for several Cursillos, as well as the Diocesan 
Spiritual Director for the Northern region of the Diocese of Grafton. So, I 
will enjoy the opportunities I will be given to contribute to the Newcastle 
Cursillo movement in my new role as the Diocesan Spiritual Adviser, and I 
look forward to catching up with old friends, and making some new ones, 
as we journey together in love and fellowship for God and his kingdom.     

 

Fr Gary 
 

4TH DAY/APPLICATIONS/PROMOTION 
LIZ O’SULLIVAN 

     I am excited to be a new member of the Cursillo  
     Secretariat.  I am responsible for Cursillo Application.   

 

     I currently worship at All Saints ANew at New Lambton. 
     Prior to that I was a long time parishioner of The Church 
     of the Transfiguration at Windale.  

 

     I have been involved in many different areas of Church 
life including Parish Council, Synod rep, Children’s Ministry, Bible Studies, 
Servant Community, Mothers Union and to name a few.  
 

I am a recently retired Registered Nurse and spent the majority of my career 
working in the field of Aboriginal Health. John and I have been blessed with 
2 children (adults) 1 son and 1 daughter and 4 active young grandchildren.  
I am looking forward to serving and growing in faith.  
 

De Colores Liz O’Sullivan - W29/Table of Elizabeth.  
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30 YEARS OF CURSILLO 
 

June 2020 we were to celebrate a 
great milestone of 30 years of Cursillo 
in the Newcastle Diocese, due to 
Covid19 restrictions we were denied 
the privilege to go ahead with our plans 
to celebrate. It was to be a great 
celebration of what a wonderful 
blessing Cursillo has meant to us.                   

 

The Cursillo Movement is and has 
been a great asset to the Diocese 
and for all who have attended a 3 
day weekend, Cursillo is strong and 
growing even after 30 years.  

 

It is real and meaningful and still 
changing the lives and destiny of many 
people. We have continuing growth 
because the method of Cursillo has 
awakened the personal ability of our 
people, the exposure of hidden talent 
and above all a personal relationship with 
our Lord and Saviour. Your continued 
prayers would be appreciated for the          
continual life of our beloved Cursillo               
Movement in our Diocese.  
 

For two years the planning committee 
starting putting together ideas for a 
wonderful celebration part of that was 
to select a Theme, Scripture, Prayer 
and a Song, all of which are included 
as a bookmark in this issue.     

 

Feel free to use and enjoy within 
Ultreya and  services especially the 
theme song. 
 

I give thanks to God for the committee 
of the 30th anniversary celebration, 
for their tideless effort and commitment 
to the 30 year celebration of Cursillo 
in the Diocese of Newcastle.                                                  

 

De Colores  Lyn Carter 

 

 
 

Theme Song 
 

His Spirit leads us on. 

Tune:  
‘Mine eyes have seen the glory” 

 

 

Our eyes are fixed on Jesus 
      he will guide us to his will. 

What we can’t see he will teach us 
as his purpose we’ll fulfil, 

His eternal vision leads us on the 
mission he has still, 

His Spirit leads us on. 
 
 

Eyes to see beyond the present, 
hearts afire to His vision, 
restoration into new life, 

His spirit leads us on. 
 

With prayer we’ll seek the  vision 
that our Lord will want us start, 

co-workers for his kingdom  
he will lead us on the path, 

With faith we’ll travel forward  
as His blessing He’ll impart, 

His Spirit leads us on. 
 

Refrain 

With new energy and wisdom  
a new future He’ll provide 

With our eyes fixed on our Saviour 
and his Spirit as our guide 

With prayer and faith and purpose                            
He’ll be ever at our side, 

His Spirit leads us on 
 

Refrain  
 

Words © Dorothy Harman 2019 
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Women’s Weekend 12th-15th August at Catalina 
Mananita: Lake Macquarie 
Clausura: Maitland/Upper Hunter 
Palanca and Welcoming (Thursday): Maitland/
Upper Hunter 
 

Men’s Weekend 26th-29th August at Catalina 
Mananita: Central Coast 
Clausura: Paterson/Manning 
Palanca and Welcoming (Thursday): Maitland/
Upper Hunter 
 

Welcome Day for M/W49  
- Saturday 18th September: Newcastle  

 

 

 

Diocese of Newcastle  Anglican 
Cursillo© Movement 

 
 

Theme 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme Prayer 
 

Spirit of our Creator God 
we thank you Lord for your gift                     

of Cursillo and for your past                                                            
blessings upon us; give us a 20/20 

vision of  your plans for us:                                                                                               
A mission to: restore lives,  
restore lives, kindle hearts,  

enlighten minds fill your Church. 
Awake us into new vitality;                                                                                                  
arouse us with new energy;                                                                                                   

enthuse us with new conviction                                                                                               
to be co-workers for your kingdom 

May we move forward in                               
faith and prayer                                                                                         

with our eyes focussed solely on                       
you our great God, Father, Son                           

and Holy Spirit so that your                                                                         
vision may be our vision                                                                                               
now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 

Theme Scripture 
 
 
 
 

“So we fix our eyes  
not on what is seen,                                                                                                         

But on what is unseen,  
since what is seen is temporary,                                                                             
but what is unseen is eternal.” 

 
 
 
 

2 Corinthians 4:18 NIV 

Kincumber 17th April 
Time to be advised 

MICA Ultreya 1st May - 2pm  

Women Celebrating  
our Faith 

15th - May10am 

Merewether/ Cathedral/ 
Cooks Hill Ultreya  

18th June - 6.00pm 

Woy Woy 19th June - 1pm 
12 midday Lunch 

New Lambton Ultreya 16th July - 6pm 

Toronto Ultreya  25th July - 2pm 

Women’s 49 
Lorraine Phillips 

12th – 15th August 
Catalina 

Men’s 49      
Brian Taylor 

26th - 29th August    
Catalina 

Training Day             1st                                                                                                          8th May                                        

         2nd  29th May 

3rd 12th June 

  4th  26th June 

5th 10th July 

6th 24th July 

Welcome Day 
M/W 49 

18th September   
  

Southlakes Ultreya 

Diocesan Ultreya 6th November    
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B..B.F. 

VALE - BART BYRNE  
 

Bart, passed away on Friday 4th December, and his Funeral Service was 

held at @ All Saints Anglican, Belmont.  
 

Bart attended the very first Cursillo held in our Diocese, Newcastle Men’s 

1, in July 1990. Over the following years, Bart served on the following 

teams of Men’s 4, 7, 8, 13, 15 & 24, and in 1993 at Morpeth led Men’s 10.  
 

Both Bart and Leslie where longstanding members of the Lake Macquarie 

Servant Community, and led one of the Continuing the Journey weekends. 
 

Bart was a humble and empathetic man, who brought many gift to our   

Diocese through his involvement in Cursillo, and the wider Church     

Community throughout this Diocese.  
 

We all give thanks to God, with joy, for Bart’s beautiful singing voice, I well 

remember his singing a solo "This is a day of new beginnings" on Men’s 

13. That song, beautifully sung, to me has remained, one of the many 

treasured, memories of the Cursillo movement. 
 

We give thanks for Bart, "a Gentle and Faithful Servant of Jesus" and the 

wonderful memories of his service to Christ, given to this Diocese and it’s 

people. 
 
 

Bill, Co L.D  

      MEN’S WEEKEND, THE FUTURE.  

      (UPDATE #2) 

      PLANNING COMMITTEE NEEDED. 

                         The Men’s weekend will possibly run in late 2021. 
Secretariat is calling for Cursillistas who are willing to keep this    
important ministry of Apostolic Action in our environment, (the 3rd 
leg of our Cursillo tripod), growing in our Diocese, as we reach out 
to men in our communities. 
 

We need to start planning now for the future. If you are interested 
in being on a planning/steering group, to get things up and running 
again, please contact me. 
De Colores and Ultreya! 

Bill Nicole, Co L.D  
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FOR YOUR DAILY PRAYERS  
 MEN AND WOMEN’S 49 CURSILLO TEAMS 

 

 

THEME:  

“IN CHRIST ALONE  

MY HOPE IS FOUND” 

THEME: 

“I AM CARRIED” 

BIBLE VERSE: ISAIAH 63:9 
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PASTORAL LETTER 
 

For over a year now, Covid 19 has been at the centre of a lot of our 

thoughts, conversations and actions, which of course is the needed       

response to a deadly virus that’s taken the lives of over 2 million people 

worldwide. But this does not change the need for putting Christ at the 

centre of all that we do; for our Lord asks us to seek God’s kingdom 

above all else (Matthew. 6:33). This is a kingdom in which God rules from 

a throne of love in a closer relationship to us than we are to ourselves 

and, knowing our deepest longings and desires, He draws us into taking 

part in activities and prayers for the glory and extension of His kingdom. 
 

We have all come to know the power of Cursillo weekends and their ability 

to focus the light of God’s kingdom of love into the very hearts of its    

participants, providing them with experiences that can sometimes be life 

changing. I remember hearing a man at an Ultreya talking about how he 

had experienced many different forms of love throughout his life but after 

doing his Cursillo he felt he had come to know Christian love for the very 

first time. I think this man would have experienced Christian love prior to 

doing his Cursillo but it was only Cursillo that had made him aware of it; 

such is the power of Cursillo weekends.  
 

I’m always impressed with the work that goes into the planning, preparation 

and running of a Cursillo weekend. But at the end of the day, it’s always 

the Cursillistas on team who make it work, as they provide people doing 

their Cursillo with a loving example of what it means to be a member of 

the Body of Christ. Each of the team members have usually paid for their 

own weekend expenses but, because things aren’t getting any cheaper, 

from now on the Secretariat would like to give people the opportunity to 

contribute financially to team member’s accommodation and living        

expenses.  

 

And while this of course is a request for money, the benefits will be more 

than financial by providing us with another means of working together as 

the body of Christ.   
 

De Colores. 

Fr Gary 
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       Dear Colleague 
     
   

        May I introduce myself? I am an Anglican Priest in the Diocese 
        of Tasmania and the National Spiritual Advisor for the Cursillo 
        Australia Secretariat. I also hold the role of Publicity/
Promotions Officer for the Anglican Cursillo Movement within Australia 
and it is in this role I write to you. 
 

You will have been given this letter by one of your congregation who is, as 
we call those who have attended a three day Cursillo, a Cursillista. This 
person will be able to tell you of the worth and ongoing value of being   
associated with this movement. You may indeed find a number of        
Cursillistas in your Parish who meet together regularly in small groups, 
not just as a Bible Study, but a group of committed Christians supporting 
and encouraging each other in the three legs of our movement being 
Study, Piety and Apostolic Action. 
 

You may also find that a number of Cursillistas make up your lay leadership 
in Parish Councils, and service leaders and readers. The Cursillo Three Day 
journey trains your laity in lay leadership and is indeed a lay led movement. 
Currently  Bishop Ian Palmer (our Episcopal Overseer) and I are the only 
Ordained Priests in the National Secretariat. 
 

Each Diocese has a Cursillo Secretariat ( unfortunately some Diocese 
Secretariats are in recess) and each Secretariat is made up of Lay people 
and only one ordained Priest. As I said, this is a Lay led movement. 
 

Cursillo is a worldwide movement and more information on the history 
and foundation of the movement in Australia can be found on our website 
https://www.cursillo-australia.org/ In 2019 Australia had the great joy of 
introducing the movement to Hong Kong and Archbishop Matthias Der has 
been so supportive, recognising the spiritual growth of those participating 
and encouraging and supporting a translation into Cantonese so his native 
speaking flock can benefit from the Cursillo weekend. 
 

I am prayerfully asking that you give an opportunity to one of our Cursillistas 
in your Parish to speak to your congregation of the joy and privilege of 
being a Cursillista and to encourage them to become the hands and feet 
of our Master fulfilling the Great Commission. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can offer further information on 
this wonderful ministry. 
 

In His name and Service 
Reverend Jane Lamont 

National Spiritual Advisor and Publicity/Promotions Officer Cursillo Australia. 

https://www.cursillo-australia.org/
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Praise the Lord! We have been able to attend an Ultreya.  

 

Covid19 restrictions were in force with social distancing, masks and no 

singing.  It was fabulous to be there and share this time together with our 

warm and welcoming Belmont Cursillistas. Belmont Ultreya was held on 

Sunday afternoon, the 24th January in All Saints church.  
 

Nancy Lott led the Ultreya, and the 

hymns were sung by a choir consisting 

of Father Chris Bullock, Doug Roberts, 

Bill Nicolle and Robert Joice. The 

music was provided by Robert on 

piano, and Bill on guitar. The Witness 

Speaker was Anne Cocking, with 

Helen Edwards as Spiritual Adviser. 
 

Anne spoke of her strong faith and the power of prayer in her life. She 

told of the general impact of Covid19 for her, as well as serious health issues 

that resulted with her admission to hospital. One night in particular Anne 

was in an extremely poor condition. She placed herself in the Lord’s hands. 

Anne knew that prayer vigils where being held by her daughter, Reverend 

Janet and members of the parish. That night she finally slept peacefully, 

to awaken the next morning with her   

temperature down. Her health had improved 

to the degree that she could return home 

later that day. Anne’s recuperation was 

rapid, in spite of her ongoing serious 

health issues, she has been able to return 

to her usual activities around the parish. 
 

Helen reinforced Anne’s personal experiences of faith and prayer from 

those experienced by other believers in the bible, and with many examples 

of the Lord instructing readers to turn to Him in prayer with confidence. 
 

After Group Reunion, a Talk Fest of speakers was encouraged. Cursillistas 

told of their experiences during the Covid19 restrictions and how they 

were able to faithfully worship the Lord and celebrate their faith with other 

Christians. 
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Thankfully we were able to share an afternoon tea together, in a Covid 

safe way. 
 

Jeanette Deaves , (All Saints, Southlakes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

In common, we guess, with other areas, Central Coast Ultreyas and Group 

Reunions have been in a state of flux. We discovered that it is possible to 

create new ways of celebrating locally and nationally with the Cursillo family. 

During January through contact between Cursillistas and Prayer Requests, 

we have mourned the Barr and Tant families' losses.  
 

In whatever way each parish functions, we have a wonderful Lord and Saviour 

who remains with us in joy and peace through Holy Spirit. CC Servant 

Community met on Zoom to prepare for their proposed Deanery Ultreya 

on 20th February at 2pm at Bateau Bay and 15 gathered, hosted by Cate 

Ewin, Sue Wilkinson, Chris Bullock and Graham Eagleton responded to 

Helen’s Witness, (below). 
 

The screen shot represents early Kincumber 

men's and women's Group Reunions on 

Zoom. When not locked down they have been 

blessed to be able to gather in homes on a 

Thursday afternoon at 3pm and 4pm. 
 
 

KNITTING AND KNOTTING.   

Helen Fraser C/G W36 Table of Monica 1991 
 

How do people see God through us? I’ve been asking 

myself questions, and sharing in Group Reunion Piety, 

Study and Apostolic Action, about how I witness to the 

people I meet, the people around me. I think we can’t  

command how people should witness, except to act on Jesus’ 

two great commandments, “Love God and love others.”   
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Do I see sharing the good news as a task? Or as sharing my redeemed 
life with them; Am I thinking how busy I am? Or mindful of the situation I 
am in; Do I neglect opportunities of sharing the good news, fail to share a 
graced word or action? Or am I watching/listening to people from my two 
square metres? 
 

In our Zoom Bible Study of Mark chapter 7, our group read that the Pharisees 
let go of the commands of God and held onto human traditions. Jesus’ 
frustration with them reminded me of Bryce Courtenay’s frustration with 
some of his son’s doctors’ traditional old-school rules for the poor treatment 
of his haemophilia. His book, April Fools Day, and Jesus’ words come close 
in helping me to think positively through our own son’s illness and courage. 
Another daily read, the book of Esther, has been a good series for me in 
showing the quiet obedience and courage Esther needed from God to help 
save her fellow Jews in Persia; as is our obedience for the seekers around us.  
 

In learning apostolic action I saw how making a macramé shoulder bag could 
help me understand the patience and peacefulness I need in witnessing to 
God’s work as I go about. My mother started this bag before she lost her 
sight to macular degeneration by 2000, and I inherited it when she died in 
2006. There are 80 strings worked in 20 knots across each row. Mum had 
done 30 rows; during Covid I took it up again. I can see where her work 
finished, and have now done about the same amount, row by row, or even 
half a row. But each and every knot gets me closer to the finished article. I 
think each loving word, question and action can also add up to God drawing 
people to himself.     

I joined a dressmaking class at Gosford Sewing Centre. I knew no one except 
the teacher whom I met when I delivered my machine to be repaired. I went 
to class with a prayer about what would happen and decided to at least 
introduce myself and ask names and where from. I felt a great joy that I 
found all the women very different and yet very willing to share themselves. 
While we work together and notice each other in class, God’s giving me 
opportunities to allow him to shine through me and recognise his light in 
each classmate! Using hands to sew is just one of my things; for others, it 
might be a women’s group at church; or for men, joining a Men’s Shed; or 
some community interest; God in Jesus, through the Holy Spirit is encouraging 
me to be consistently more present to those around me, to feel loved and 
loving; and forgiven when I miss opportunities.  
 

De Colores and Ultreya!     Helen Fraser 



20  

 

KAIROS PRISON MINISTRY  
A WINDOW TO WHAT IS HAPPENING  

THROUGH THE "EYES" 
OF ST HELIERS, MUSWELLBROOK.  

 

Like most ministries there have been challenges 

in the last year because of the COVID            

restrictions. The "Back to the Future" cartoon 

probably aligns with many of our feelings!  
 

Our first experience was the cancellation of our 

Journey Day in March last year. We have not been 

able to enter St Heliers since then. Not only did 

this mean no further Journey Days, but also no 

Short Course for the year. 
 

This has been difficult for us and for the inmates. 
 

Our Committee at its last meeting in February was very grateful that the 

Prison Chaplain, Scott Kelly, was able to come and update us on the    

present situation. 
 

An important point for us was the reassurance that Kairos is missed. 
 

He made the following points which we believe help us to look to return; 

and give us a prayer focus. 
 

Scott made a number of points:  

 
 

 Corrective Services is responsible for the safety of inmates. 
 

 Only 1 case of COVID has been reported in NSW prisons (Parklea). 
 

 Practices include stringent testing and isolation. 
 

 In-person visits were stopped. Additional phone calls were provided 

for inmates, but when AV calls were permitted, unfortunately the 

technology at St Heliers did not support it. 
 

 Recently family visits have been restored, but no touching – 50 minutes 

personal visits. 
 

 BUT there is the possibility of opportunity to return for a Journey Day. 

However no indication of a date. 
 

 There was discussion of the DRAFT COVID Safe plan recently prepared. 

Some possibilities, including use of veranda were raised. 
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Sovereign God, you are the Alpha and Omega  

and every millisecond of our lives began with you.  

Your days are without beginning or end.  

We dedicate this coming year to you.  

We pray that our lives would be filled and overflowing with the power of 

your love so we can make a difference in this world and bring honour to you.  

Use us, we pray, to fulfil your purposes in our lives.  

Father we ask that your instrument of growth, Cursillo,  

will help transform your peoples lives  

and that through study, piety and apostolic action  

we ask for your help in reminding us that the most important things  

are not what we do outwardly, it’s not based on any talent or gift,  

but the most significant thing we can do in this life  

is simply to love you and to choose to love others. Amen 

 Short Course is not a possibility at this time. This means that we are 

unable to select a team and begin formation training until we have a 

definite date. 

 He concluded his remarks by again reassuring us that Kairos is 

missed at St Heliers by both staff and inmates. 
 

There are many issues facing Kairos, as with other ministries. However, a 

significant challenge for Kairos, not only at St Heliers, is to recruit more 

volunteers for the ongoing ministry. Cursillo (both Anglican and Catholic) 

has been important in this regard in the past as well as Emmaus. Plans 

are in being put in place to arrange a number of information meetings 

across the Diocese. A prayer point indeed. 
 

We are "planning ahead"; and are very encouraged by KOW (Kairos Outside 

for Women) in the Hunter who are now in training for their weekend program 

in April (16, 17 and 18) at Catalina. 
 

 

We do give thanks to God for the service given over the years and for the 

opportunities of this ministry in the future.  Your prayers are a blessing 

too! 
 

Chris Bullock (Secretary, St Heliers Regional Committee). 
 

PS We would welcome any enquires. Contact  kisthelierssec@kairos.org.au; 

or 0438 68 4632 
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DIRECTORY of DEANERIES, 

DEANERY CONTACTS  

and  

PARISH CONTACTS  

DEANERY CONTACT: 
Fr Chris Bullock 
Email: cbullock2@bigpond.com              

 

4920 9787  

 

Adamstown                   

All Saints ANeW 

Noelene Lentfer  

Email: noelenelentfer@bigpond.com         

 

4952 5694 

 

Cathedral 

Kevin and Cath Claydon 

Email: claydonc@bigpond.com                 

 

4969 8368  

 

Cooks Hill  

Noel Herbert  

Email: noelherbert2@bigpond.com           

 

4969 3653  

 

Georgetown 

Ed Hernando 

Email: info@photolook.com.au         

 

 

4967 5219  
 

Hamilton 

Jenny Whiteman 

Email: jennifer.whiteman47@outlook.com

 

4968 3336 

 

Kotara South  
Jim Warland  
Email: jbee@bigpond.com                       

 
4957 6060  

 

Lambton  
Pam Wilson  
Email: pamronwilson@hotmail.com         

 
4952 5694  

 

Merewether  
Rosemary Allen 

Email: rjallen@exemail.com.au           

 
0408215940 

 

MICA  

Julie van Homrigh   

Email: office@micaministries.com             

 
4951 2443                

Wallsend 

Neil McGregor 

Email: littleathertonneil@bigpond.com       

 
4955 5487  

 

NEWCASTLE 

MAITLAND  

DEANERY CONTACT: 

Reverend Wendy Brack  
Email:  wbrack05@gmail.com             

 

0409045202  

Beresfield/Thornton 
Gail Orchard 
Email: ddglo@bigpond.com  

 
4966 4450  

Branxton/Greta/ Lochinvar   
Reverend Nicole Baldwin 
Email: nikalee412@gmail.com  

 

 
 

4938 3277  

Cessnock 
Liz Meizer  
Email: anemeizer@bigpond.com           

 

0435941266 

Maitland  

Morpeth 
Elizabeth Archer 
Email: elizabeth.archer1983@gmail.com    

 

4933 6980 

Mt Vincent and Weston   
Dorothy Fuller   
Email: dordor4@bigpond.com                

 
49375062  

Telerah/Rutherford             

Wollombi Valley                 

 
 
 
 

 

DEANERY CONTACT: 

Chris and Lewis Palmer 

Email:  

patersondeanerycontact@gmail.com          

 
0421461997       

Clarencetown 
Judy Schmitt 
Email: jschmitt6@bigpond.com                    

 
4988 6222 

Dungog 
Margaret Jones  
Email: margaret@hvss.com.au                    

 
4992 1729          

Gresford/Paterson   

Medowie   
Sue Royal  
Email: suroy60@bigpond.com                    

 

4982 4058  

Nelson Bay  
Liz Teague 
Email: parishcontactnelsonbay@gmail.com  

 
0404475599  

Raymond Terrace  
Lorraine Phillips  
Email: lorraine.phillips2@bigpond.com  

 
0419277294   

Stockton  
Lynette Shrubb   
Email: lynette.shrubb@hotmail.com            

 
4928 4130  

Stroud                                    

PATERSON 

IMPORTANT!  
 

Please notify  

Diocesan Lay Director’s  

and  

Editorial Committee if details change. 

Position open  

Position open  

Position open  

Position open  

Position open  

Position open  

mailto:jennifer.whiteman47@outlook.com
mailto:nikalee412@gmail.com
mailto:parishcontactnelsonbay@gmail.com
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DEANERY CONTACT: 
Billie Baillie 
Email: gmab105@gmail.com  

 
0427752337 

 

Bulahdelah/Tea Garden 
Billie Baillie 

Email: gmab105@gmail.com 

 
0427752337   

 

Forster/Tuncurry 
Jennifer Paff                                       

 
 6555 7565    

 

Gloucester  
Gary Yates 
garyjohn1968@gmail.com                   

 
0427724967 

 

Harrington/Coopernook  
Roxanne Patterson   
Email: ceres@nothnet.com.au                   

 
6556 1832  

 

Taree 
Kim and Peter Bussey  
Email: kbussey@bigpond.net.au 

 
6550 1948 

 

The Camden Haven    

 
 

Wingham                      

  

  

   

DEANERY CONTACT: 
Brian Taylor  
Email: btay8438@yahoo.com.au           

 
4943 9317  

 

Belmont 

 
  

Belmont North/Redhead  
 

Greg and Belinda Colby 
Email: revgregcolby@gmail.com.  

 
0416279718 

 

Cardiff  
Dulcie Smith  
Email: dulcies@bigpond.com                  

 
4954 8473  

 

Charlestown 
Brian Taylor 
Email: btay8438@yahoo.com  

 
4943 9317 

 

South Lakes 
Joe and Monika Barr  
Email: jbarr40ster@gmail.com 

 

4917 6325 
 

Swansea 
Bill Plumridge 
Email: billenchris@bigpond.com            

 
4976 2144  

 

Teralba 
Lyne and Steve Parsons  
Email: steve@imagex.com                 

0408116255  

Toronto 
Bess Hunter  
Email: aafuller1935@gmail.com 

 
4959 2705  

 

Windale   

MANNING 

LAKE MACQUARIE 

UPPER HUNTER 
DEANERY CONTACT: 
Jan and Tony Farmer 
Email: t.farmer3@icloud.com              

 
6573 1150    

Singleton  
Jan and Tony Farmer 
Email: t.farmer3@icloud.com              

 
6573 1150    

Denman  
Toni Cummings  
Email: antonia.cummings@activ8.net.au     

 
6547 5138  

Merriwa 
Deidre Peebles    
Email: deidre.peebles@bigpond.com     

 
6548 2068 

Murrurundi  
Barbara Morgan  
Email: bmo89264@bigpond.com           

 
6546 6467 

Muswellbrook 
Jeanie West  
Email: jeaniew1938@gmail.com                     

 
6543 3116     

Scone 
Jean Keeping 
Email: jeankeeping@bigpond.com         

 
6545 2878  

  

DEANERY CONTACT: 
Noeline Darcy  
Email: n.darcy@bigpond.com           

 
0411 202 739 

Bateau Bay  
Cate Ewin 
Email: catherine.ewin@health.nsw.gov.au           

 
4329 7374  

Gosford 
Reverend Val McDonald 
Email: melbeth1@bigpond.com             

 
4322 3689  

Kincumber 
David Marsh      
Email: vortexmaster@bigpond.com           

 
0417064990  

Terrigal 
Libby Harvey 
Email: lharvey@tpg.com.au                    

 
4325 4568  

The Entrance  
Reverend Don Grace   
Email: donaldgrace@bigpond.com                    

 
4332 7670  

Toukley 
Ann Watt     

 
0419249082 

Woy Woy  
Derek Corless           
Email: scolders1@optusnet.com.au        

 
4342 9841  

Wyoming 
Joan Christie 
Email: fj.christie@bigpond.com              

 
4325 4176  

Wyong 
Leonie Toovey  
Email: leonie.toovey6@bigpond.com  

 
4355 1378  
 

CENTRAL COAST 

Position open  

Position open  

Position open  

Position open  

mailto:gmab105@gmail.com
mailto:gmab105@gmail.com
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SUBSCRIPTIONS/DONATIONS FOR 2021 
 

Your $20 subscription contributes to Cursillo  

expenses for the current year. 
 

It may be paid at Diocesan Ultreya or to your rep at your next Ultreya.         
 

CHEQUES: payable to Newcastle Anglican Cursillo                                                                        
 

DIRECT DEBIT: Newcastle Anglican Cursillo:    

       BSB: 705 077   Account Number: 00041127  

 

*OR DEPOSITS CAN BE MADE OVER THE COUNTER AT ANY WESTPAC BANK 
 

using BSB: 035 805  Account Number: 00041127             

 

MAKE CLEAR REFERENCE  TO NAME AND DONATION/OTHER REASON 

and  

PLEASE EMAIL TO TREASURER: colleen.read@bigpond.com  
for bookkeeping confirmation and accuracy. 

THE ENCOURAGER 
the Magazine of the Cursillo Movement in the Diocese of Newcastle  

Published three times per year: 

2021 EDITIONS AND DEADLINES:   

AUTUMN/APRIL -  MONDAY 1ST MARCH, 2021 

WINTER/AUGUST -  THURSDAY 1ST JULY, 2021 

SUMMER/DECEMBER -  MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER, 2021 

WEBSITE 
http://www.cursillonewcastle.org.au 

 

 Anglican Cursillo in Diocese of Newcastle  

 Find Application forms  

 Resources 

 Diary 

 National events  

 Contacts 

 and much more. 

Happenings, poems, letters, photos (jpeg) are invited from Cursilllistas.  

Articles should generally be a maximum 300 words,  

1 page, if typing use simple formatting.                                      
 

If emailing attach in Word document or send as part of message. 

Please forward articles:  

Editorial Team - theeditorcursilloencourager@hotmail. com  

or post to: PO Box 174 Waratah 2298 

mailto:theeditorcursilloencourager@hotmail.com

